CLAIMS 



What is Claimed Is: 

\ 1 . A data input device comprising: 

data input surface for detecting a gesture performed thereon by a user and for 
facilitatingi recognition of said gesture as corresponding to a particular data input; and 
a us^ removable template positioned over said data input surface for dividing 
said data inputssurface into a first data input area and a second data input area, 
wherein said firstSdata input area is configured to facilitate recognition of one or more 
first gestures, and wherein said second data input area is configured to facilitate 
recognition of one or nwe second gestures. 

2. A data input devjce as recited in Claim 1 wherein said one or more first 
gestures correspond to a plurality of handwriting strokes. 

3. A data input device as recited in Claim 1 wherein said second data input 
area is a keyboard template wherein a kteyboard character Is selected by performing 
said one or more second gestures. \ 

4. A data input device as recited in Claim 1 wherein said second data input 
area is an application shortcut launcher template wnerein any one of a plurality of 
applications is selected by performing said one or moreVsecond gestures. 



PALM-3184/ACM/JSG 



CONFIDENTIAL 



\ 5. A data input device as recited in Claim 4 wlierein said plurality of 
applications correspond to a predetermined number of previously invoked 
applications. 

6. A data input device as recited in Claim 1 wherein said second data input 
area is an electronRs game control template wherein any one of a plurality of 
electronic game controls is selected by performing said one or more second gestures. 

7. A data input dev\e as recited in Claim 1 wherein said second data Input 
area is a telephone dialing paneVtemplate wherein any one of a plurality of telephone 
dialing keys is selected by performin^said one or more second gestures. 

8. A data input device as recited in Claim 1 wherein said second data input 
area is a music keyboard template wherein any^pne of a plurality of music keys is 
selected by performing said one or more second gbistures. 

9. A data input device as recited in Claim 1 wnWein said second data input 
area is an application interface template wherein any one of \ plurality of application 
interface features is selected by performing said one or more second gestures. 
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V 10. A data input device as recited in Claim 1 wherein said second data input 
area js\ a television rennote control template wherein any one of a plurality of television 
controls selected by performing said one or more second gestures. 

1 1 . Auser removable data input device comprising; 

a data input surface for detecting a gesture performed thereon by a user 
and for facilitating recognition of said gesture as corresponding to a particular data 
input, wherein said dataViput surface includes a first data input area and a second 
data input area, wherein s^d first data input area is configured to facilitate recognition 
of one or more first gestures,>and wherein said second data input area is configured to 
facilitate recognition of one or rnore second gestures, and 

wherein said user removable data input device is configured to couple to 
an electronic system and to uncouple\from said electronic system. 

12. A user removable data input device as recited in Claim 11 wherein said 
one or more first gestures correspond to a plur^ity of handwriting strokes. 

13. A user removable data input device as recited in Claim 11 wherein said 
second data input area is a keyboard template whereinai keyboard character is 
selected by performing said one or more second gestures. \ 

14. A user removable data input device as recited in Clairh 1 1 wherein said 
second data input area is an application shortcut launcher template wherein any one 
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, of a plurality of applications is selected by performing said one or more second 
gWures. 

l\ A user removable data input device as recited in Claim 14 wherein said 
plurality of ajs^olications correspond to a predetermined number of previously invoked 
applications. \ 

16. A user removable data input device as recited in Claim 1 1 wherein said 
second data input area is am electronic game control template wherein any one of a 
plurality of electronic game controls is selected by performing said one or more 
second gestures. \ 

17. A user removable data itmit device as recited in Claim 1 1 wherein said 
second data input area is a telephone dialing panel template wherein any one of a 
plurality of telephone dialing keys is selecteckby performing said one or more second 
gestures. \ 

18. A user removable data input device as\ecited in Claim 1 1 wherein said 
second data input area is a music keyboard template wherein any one of a plurality of 
music keys is selected by performing said one or more second gestures. 

19. A user removable data input device as recited in Claim 1 1 wherein said 
second data input area is an application interface template whereih any one of a 
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plurality of application interface features is selected by performing said one or more 
second gestures. 

\20. A user removable data input device as recited in Claim 1 1 wherein said 
second data input area is a television remote control template wherein any one of a 
plurality of television controls is selected by performing said one or more second 
gestures. \ 

21. A user removable data input device as recited in Claim 11 wherein said 
electronic system comprises a personal digital assistant. 

22. A user removable data input device as recited in Claim 1 1 further 
comprising a mechanism for amtomatically configuring said electronic system to 
recognize said user removable data input device. 

23. An electronic system comprising: 
a processor; \ 

a bus coupled to said processor; \ 

an electronic display device coupled to said bus; 

a memory device coupled to said bus; and \ 

a data input device coupled to said bus, said dak input device comprising: 
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a data input surface for detecting a gesture performed thereon by a user 
and for facilitating recogtiition of said gesture as corresponding to a particular data 
input, and^ 

user removable template positioned over said data input surface for 
dividing said data input surface into a first data input area and a second data input 
area, wherein said first data input area is configured to facilitate recognition of one or 
more first gestures, and wherein said second data input area is configured to facilitate 
recognition of one or rnore second gestures. 

24. An electronic system as recited in Claim 23 wherein said one or more 
first gestures correspond to aVlurality of handwriting strokes. 



N 25. An electronic system bs recited in Claim 23 wherein said second data 

N= \ 

D input area is a keyboard template wherein a keyboard character is selected by 

Q \ 

¥5 performing said one or more second gestures. 



20 



26. An electronic system as recited ih Claim 23 wherein said second data 
input area is an application shortcut launcher template wherein any one of a plurality 
of applications is selected by performing said one orsmore second gestures. 

27. An electronic system as recited in Claim 26 wherein said plurality of 
applications correspond to a predetermined number of previously invoked 
applications. 
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\28. An electronic system as recited in Claim 23 wherein said second data 
input ar^a is an electronic game control template wherein any one of a plurality of 
electronic Wme controls is selected by performing said one or more second gestures. 

29. An eslectronic system as recited in Claim 23 wherein said second data 
input area is a teleVione dialing panel template wherein any one of a plurality of 
telephone dialing keyg\is selected by performing said one or more second gestures. 

30. An electronic Vstem as recited in Claim 23 wherein said second data 
input area is a music keyboard template wherein any one of a plurality of music keys 
is selected by performing said one or more second gestures. 

31 . An electronic system as Ptecited in Claim 23 wherein said second data 
input area is an application interface template wherein any one of a plurality of 
application interface features is selected by pWforming said one or more second 
gestures. \ 

32. An electronic system as recited in Claim 2S wherein said second data 
input area is a television remote control template wherein\ny one of a plurality of 
television controls is selected by perfomning said one or more^econd gestures. 
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\ 33. An electronic system as recited in Claim 23 wherein said electronic 
system comprises a first module and a second module, wherein said first module 
includes; said electronic display device, and wherein said second module includes 
said data ihput device. 

34. An electronic system as recited in Claim 23 wherein said electronic 
system comprises a pWsonal digital assistant. 

35. An electronic system as recited in Claim 23 further comprising one or 
more communication ports. \ 

36. An electronic system comprising: 
a processor; \ 

a bus coupled to said processor; \ 

an electronic display device coupled tavsaid bus; 

a memory device coupled to said bus; anas. 

a user removable data input device coupled ft) said bus, said user removable 
data input device comprising: \ 

a data input surface for detecting a gesture performed thereon by a user 
and for facilitating recognition of said gesture as corresponding to a particular data 
input, wherein said data input surface includes a first data input area and a second 
data input area, wherein said first data input area is configured to facilitate recognition 
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of one or more first gestures, and wherein said second data input area is configured to 
\facilitate recognition of one or more second gestures, and 
\ wherein said user removable data input device is configured to couple to 

said electronic system and to uncouple from said electronic system. 

37. \An electronic system as recited In Claim 36 wherein said one or more 
first gestures correspond to a plurality of handwriting strokes. 

38. An electronic system as recited in Claim 36 wherein said second data 
input area is a keyboara template wherein a keyboard character is selected by 
performing said one or rrrore second gestures. 

39. An electronic system as recited in Claim 36 wherein said second data 
input area is an application shortcut launcher template wherein any one of a plurality 
of applications is selected by performing said one or more second gestures. 

40. An electronic system as recited In Claim 39 wherein said plurality of 
applications correspond to a predetermineoSnumber of previously invoked 
applications. \ 

41. An electronic system as recited in Claim 36 wherein said second data 
input area is an electronic game control template wher^n any one of a plurality of 
electronic game controls is selected by performing said onb or more second gestures. 



PALM-3184/ACM/JSG 



-47- 



CONFIDENTIAL 



42. An electronic system as recited in Claim 36 wherein said second data 
input area is a telephone dialing panel template wherein any one of a plurality of 
telephone dialing keys is selected by performing said one or more second gestures. 

43. An Electronic system as recited in Claim 36 wherein said second data 
input area is a music keyboard template wherein any one of a plurality of music keys 
is selected by performing said one or more second gestures. 

44. An electronic system as recited in Claim 36 wherein said second data 
input area is an application interface template wherein any one of a plurality of 
application Interface features is selected by performing said one or more second 
gestures. \ 

45. An electronic system as recited in Claim 36 wherein said second data 
input area is a television remote control template wherein any one of a plurality of 
television controls is selected by performing saickone or more second gestures. 

46. An electronic system as recited in Claim^6 wherein said electronic 
system comprises a first module and a second module, wherein said first module 
includes said electronic display device, and wherein said second module includes 
said user removable data input device. \ 
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\ 47. An electronic system as recited in Claim 36 wlierein said electronic 
system comprises a personal digital assistant. 

48. \ An electronic system as recited in Claim 36 wherein said user removable 
data input devre^ includes a mechanism for automatically configuring said electronic 
system to recognize said user removable data input device. 

49. An electronRx system as recited in Claim 36 further comprising one or 
more communication ports. \ 
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